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TAXIS — ON-DEMAND TRANSPORT — REFORMS 

770. Ms J.M. FREEMAN to the Minister for Transport: 
Before I begin, can I wish everyone a good and safe break. 

I refer to this government’s reforms to the WA taxi industry and on-demand transport industry—the biggest 
reforms ever undertaken in WA and certainly welcomed in the seat of Mirrabooka. Can the minister advise the 
house how the industry-funded buyback scheme compares with similar schemes in other states, and how does it 
compare with the dismal way taxidrivers were treated by the previous Liberal–National government? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for that question, and I thank the member for her advocacy for her constituents over this issue 
for many years. 

As we know, this is very, very difficult reform. It is probably one of most complex pieces of reform that this 
government will do because of the complexity of the industry and the different interests across the industry. We 
heard from the former Premier that his second-term government did not even have the horsepower to make changes 
to a regional cemetery board, as I understand, so this bit of reform was too difficult for it to introduce. But we have 
a plan, and that plan will come to Parliament early next year. It is about an industry-funded buyback; it is the most 
generous in Australia. It is about creating a level playing — 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, it is not a chat show! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is about creating a level playing field into the future. Basically, we will have strong 
competition out there in the market to deliver results for the community over the longer term. We know the current 
system is broken, and we have an obligation to fix it. 

Since announcing this major piece of reform, we have been trying to brief the opposition. Remember, I actually 
offered to personally brief the opposition. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: That was very kind. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was kind. It was something that it rejected. It would not accept a briefing from the 
Minister for Transport about — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: We wanted the member for Armadale; he’s done the work and we — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, I do not know whether you think this is your show or something, but 
this is Parliament and it is question time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Scarborough talking about work—that is an interesting concept! 

In relation to the briefing, I am happy to say a briefing was held this week. I heard the Leader of the Opposition 
interject about it. He did not even bother turning up to learn about on-demand transport reform. The member for 
Carine, who out there purports to be the taxi industry’s friend, failed to turn up. The member for South Perth is 
again someone who did not turn up for the briefing. We are very keen — 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Obviously the Leader of the Opposition’s office can tell him about it! 
We are very keen to get this through next year, and we hope the Liberal Party supports this very detailed reform. 
I know the member for Scarborough went out saying that Uber drivers will be collecting $2 in tin cans and rocking 
up and paying somebody; that is not going to be the case. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What was that? 
The SPEAKER: No, no; do not encourage interjections. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: She interjected about detail. The member for Scarborough could have asked for detail in that 
briefing, I suspect, but I do not think she did. We look forward to the Liberal Party’s support. It could not deliver 
when it was in government; let us hope it can support us now in opposition. 
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